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proceeding at all, and it seems to be a wonderfully harmless
one in these people’s hands. No trephine is used, but a
narrow gouge with its angles rounded off is made to serve
instead. An incision is made through the integuments and
the bone scraped or gouged away with the instrument.
Finally, the edges of the bone are pared and trimmed with
nippers, and afterwards the wound is allowed to cicatrise
over, which it usually does without any difficulty.
Dr. Krivyakin, who has written an account of this strange
custom in a Russian military medical journal, says that the
patient lies very quiet during the operation, and that there
is no pain while the gouging process is going on !

RIVER POLLUTION.

THE pollution of the river Tees has been the subject of
discussion by Dr. Manson, a member of the Town Council
of Darlington, who visited Barnard Castle last June, and
examined the bed of the river just below that town. He
found the bed composed of hard rock, so that any deposit
remained there until the flood could remove it. On to this
bed was poured refuse of the privies and middens of houses,
as well as from sewers and manufactories; and at the time
of his inspection there were pools of decaying sludge, mounds
of matter, and heaps of house refuse. Sixteen miles lower
down the river, is the town of Darlington, and he objected
to drinking slops, even if they had been oxidised. There
is no doubt this condition constitutes a very serious risk,
and better means for preventing the pollution of rivers is an
urgent necessity. -

NON-CALCULOUS ANGIOCHOLITIS.

HEPATIC suppuration may be due to many causes, and
the channels of infection may be as numerous as the tubes

entering the liver. M. Ferrand has recorded the case of a

tailor, aged thirty-nine,’ who had been dyspeptic for two
years, with increasing constipation and enlargement of the
abdomen. Sudden attacks of pain and vomiting, with

meleena, fever, and tender enlargement of the liver, were the
chief clinical signs during the last month of his life. The

necropsy exhibited a dilated stomach with slight ulceration
of the large curvature near the pylorus. The liver was

voluminous, presenting slight projections of its parenchyma,
of dark-red colour. The section showed a multitude of
disseminated abscesses varying in size from a hen’s egg to a
pea; the largest made a cavity at the root of the Spigelian
lobe, and its walls were blackened, tomentose, and gangrenous.
The majority contained a yellow-ochrous fluid, evidently
composed of biliary matter; the gall-bladder appeared intact
and filled with a similar liquid; nowhere could a calculus
be discovered; the hepatic substance between the abscesses
was of a red and granular aspect, due to a commencing
cirrhosis. The case was therefore described as hepatitis
with suppurative angiocholitis leading to peritonitis and
melssna; the portal system appeared to be innocent of
infection. 

___

INADEQUATE PENALTIES FOR ADULTERATION.
J..J.n.. 0-n-L)UYV.LU33, kJ-Ui-L-tHi3 has UUUIJ KUVU YVV.l.A.11..1 Ulcbvv-

ing the attention of the City Commissioners of Sewers toing the attention of the City Commissioners of Sewers to
the ridiculously insufficient punishment bestowed by City
magistrates on milk vendors convicted of fraud. In two
recent instances it was found that 33 and 30 per cent.

respectively of water had been added to the milk, and yet
the Alderman presiding in the Court inflicted only fines-in
the first case of 20s., and in the second of 10s. Such trivial
sentences are utterly useless, and tend to bring the Act of
Parliament into contempt. The nefarious profit of 30 per
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cent. will pay the fine in an hour or two, and the dishonest
tradesman can well afford to laugh at the inspector and the
public analyst. It is one of the greatest defects of the pre-
sent law that a magistrate may, by ill-timed leniency,
defeat the objects of the Legislature, and mutiply the work
of the public analyst. --

ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS.

THE following announcement respecting the delivery of
the courses of several lectures at the College has just been
issued :-The Milroy Lectures will be given by Inspector-
General Lawson on Feb. 21st, 23rd, and March 1st; the

subjects being "Epidemic Influences," "Epidemiological
Aspects of Yellow Fever," and the " Epidemiological Aspects
of Cholera." Dr. Mickle will deliver the Gulstonian lectures
on March 6th, 8th, and 13th ; subject, "Insanity in relation
to Cardiac Disease and Phthisis." The Lumleian, by
Dr. W. H. Dickinson, will deal with the question of " The
Tongue as an Indication of Disease," and will be delivered
on March 15th, 20th, and 22nd.

THE CLINICAL SOCIETY.

AT the general meeting of the Society, held last week, it
was announced that Dr. Ord had most generously con-
tributed &pound; 100 towards defraying the heavy expenses of the
investigation into the pathology of myxoedema, a subject
with which his name is indissolubly connected. The report
of the President and Council showed the flourishing state of
the Society. The vote of thanks to the retiring honorary
secretary, Dr. Stephen Mackenzie, was worthy of the
occasion. 

___

IODOFORM AND TUBERCLE.

IODOFOR1BI, though an excellent antiseptic and bactericide
for some purposes, is, according to Rovsing of Copenhagen,
useless as a destructive agent of tubercle bacilli. He has
found that the growth of tubercle is in no way retarded by
the presence of a very considerable quantity of iodoform.
He has more than once inoculated the two eyes of a rabbit
with pure and iodoformed tubercle respectively, and has
invariably found that the morbid process was communicated
to the eye containing the iodoformed tubercle some time
before the other was affected, the irritation produced by
the iodoform in the tissues appearing to cause them to form
a more suitable soil for the development of tubercle than
those of the other eye, which were not similarly exposed to
irritation. 

___

THE LIVER THE EXCRETORY ORGAN FOR IRON.

THE way in which iron introduced into the body is
excreted being somewhat obscure, Dr. Zaleski of Dorpat
has endeavoured to clear up our knowledge of the subject
by some very carefully planned experiments. He first took
two rabbits of the same litter, as nearly as possible of the
same colour and weight, and reared them under similar
conditions, taking care that they had access to no food or
drink containing any iron. When they were ten weeks old
they were kept without food for four days, being allowed
water only. Into the jugular vein of one of them was then
introduced three cubic centimetres of a solution of sodio-
tartrate of iron, containing 0’0096 gramme of metallic iron.
No symptoms of acute poisoning occurred during three
hours. At the end of that time the carotid artery was
opened, and as much blood as possible removed. The
whole vascular system was then thoroughly washed out
by means of a special apparatus which is used for this
purpose in the Strassburg Pharmacological Institute.
The liquid employed was a warm weak solution of
sugar, which was introduced into the aorta and allowed


